
June 20' 1990 


Deer Senator Baucus: 


c; 


I am writing to follow-up our tel^bonife conversation 
of April 30 concerning your inquiry of April 15 about 
human rights violations in Argentina and O.S. policy 
on this issue. The delay in providing a written response 
was due to the need to initiate extensive inquiries 
into some of the matters you raised in your letter and 
in the enclosures you forvaj^ed from your constituent* 

^ Al though these inquiries 'P / 
re still underway* you mayHfind this status report ^ 

helpful. 


The U.S. has been deeply concerned by human rights 
violations in Argentina* and we have repeatedly conveyed 
our concerns to the highest levels of the Argentine 
Government. We have urged prompt return to full respect 
for hiiman rights and to the rule of law. In addition* 
in the international financial institutions we have 
opposed Argentine requests for loans for projects which 
do not meet basic human needs. We have no AID programs 
in Argentina. Security assistance and sales to Argentina* 
including military training, were terminated on October 
1, 1978* when the Kennedy- Humphrey Amendment to the 
Foreign Assistance Act went into effect. Even before 
that date, we had sharply restricted new military 
training programs and equipment sales because of human 
rights considerations. 

i 

You also asked for our comments on the statement 
in the March Amnesty International Bulletin that the 
Argentine Army acquired military communications equipment 
in the U.S. in November 1978, We are searching our 
records for any information related to this reported 
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transfer* A sale occarring after Sepceaiber 30^ 1978 
would have been illegal if this eqoii«Mbt 
by Foreign Military Sales (FMS) or 

procedures. The Kennedy- Buaiphrey Awpniffiisnb ^ ; ; : 

however, halt the delivery of ite*« 

October 1, 1978. It is also possible^; that 
iteiDS mentioned in the article are not 
FMS or Munitions List procedures* We arS^ tb^ef^ 
checking our records of validated 

that period by the Department of Ctninerce for item 

covered under the Export Administratiph Act^ X 

write you again when we have completed these ii^aixieis* ^ ^ 

Meanwhile, I am enclosi;^ a copy of the Departs^t*iB 
• report on human rights practices in Argentina, sufaniitted 
to Congress on January 31. This report constitutes dor 
official view of the 'htunan rights situation in that 
country. 

I hope the foregoing will prove helpful. 

Sincerely, 


Patricia M. Derian 
Assistant Secretary for 
Human Rights and 
Humanitarian Affairs 
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